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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION, 

- Extensions of time oiay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 January 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Haraguchi et al. 

As per claims 1-3 and 5, Haraguchi et al. discloses an print inspection apparatus 
(43), a method, a printing system (Fig 4) that generates print image data and performs 
at least one of plate making and output (1 10 on the basis of print image data, and a 
program that is executed by a computer (43) to cause said computer to function as a 
print inspection apparatus, all comprising: an image sharpness conversion (44) element 
for converting an image sharpness of inspection object data (image resolution of other 
printheads) which is acquired in a processing on print image data and that of reference 
data (image resolution of standard printhead) which represents an image condition as a 
reference for comparison with said inspection object data by performing an average- 
masking operation (correction work) on pixels constituting said inspection object data 
and pixels constituting said reference data on the basis of a predetermined mask size 
(C3, L38+); and a comparison element for comparing said inspection object data with 
said reference data with each other after converting their respective image sharpness, 
to perform an inspection for printing (C3, L51-55). 



Application/Control Number: 10/751,520 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2853 

As per claim 4, Haraguchi et al. discloses the printing system further comprising 
an Image reader (52 goes to 43) capable of reading at least on of images for printing a 
plate, a plate-making film, and a printed matter (CI 3, L15+), wherein image data 
acquired by said image reader becomes at least one of said inspection object data and 
said reference data (printed data). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura E. Martin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2160. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:00 - 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David M. Gray can be reached on (571) 272-21 19. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). A 
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